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Unit 1: What is 
History? 

Key Topic 1: What is history? 
a) I can explain what History is about. 
b) I can identify some ways in which people can find out about 

the past.  
c) I can decide why some people are important in history as 

compared to others 
 
Key Topic 2: History Skills and Personal History 

a) I can create a personal timeline. 
b) I can explore the different skills need to understand History. 
c)  I can identify key terms describing time. 
d) I can describe the difference between BC and AD. 
e) I can give names to centuries. 
f) I can position events into chronological order 

 
Key Topic 3: History detectives  

a) I can explain what sources are. 
b) I can identify and understand different types of evidences.  
c) I can explain what sources are. 
d) I can identify and understand different types of evidences.  

 
Key Topic 4: Tollund Man Mystery 

a) I can use sources to help answer a murder investigation 
question. 

b) I can develop skills in analysing sources. 
 

 

Formative assessment to take place 2 times 
per term. Feedback will be given to help 
students to improve and progress in the topic 
area. Grades will not be given at this time. 
 
Examples of Formative Assessment to be 
used this term: 
MS Forms short type questions Quiz 
Presentation 
Produce a video 
Multiple choice activity (which requires 
challenge, not obvious answers) 
 
 
Summative assessment at end of units 
studied. Minimum of 2 summative end of unit 
assessments per term.  
Students will receive a percentage for this 
assessment.  
Exam type questions. 
MS Form Quiz 
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Unit 2: Ordinary 
people in the 
Middle Ages  

Key Topic 1: Was life good for ordinary people in the Middle 
Ages 

a) I can use sources to find evidence about the lives of ordinary 
people in the Middle Ages. 

 



b) I can test the opinion of an historian by using a range of 
different sources. 

 
 
Key Topic 2: Peasants and townspeople 

a) I can recognise the knowledge that the ordinary medieval 
people had. 

b) I can explain the difference between the knowledge medieval 
people had and your own knowledge, 

c) I can describe the practical building skills medieval people 
had. 

d) I can describe the rules for medieval peasants. 
e) I can describe ways in which peasants resisted their lords. 
f) I can compare the skills needed by villages and towns 

people. 
 

 
Key Topic 3: Medieval times and the Black Death 

a) I can understand the health and safety problems of town life 
in the Middle Ages. 

b) I can compare the problems of town life and village life in the 
Middle Ages. 

c) I can suggest the idea medieval people had about the cause 
of Black Death. 

d) I can explain why medieval people had these ideas about the 
cause of the Black Death. 

e) I can explain why the Black Death was frightening. 
f) I can describe some of the long-term consequences of the 

Black Death. 
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Unit 3: Power in 
early modern 
England. 

Key Topic 1: How did power change and significant events in 
early modern England 

a) I can describe the changes in power of the monarchs, the 
church and the parliament. 

b) I can explain when and how these changes happen. 
c) I can explain reasons for these changes. 
d) I can explain who was affected by the changes. 
e) I can compare the power of rulers in England and India. 

Key Topic 2: King Henry 

 



a) I can identify significant events in the marriage of Henry VIII 
and Catherin. 

b) I can identify reasons why Henry broke with Rome. 
c) I can explain how the four Thomases brought about the 

break with Rome. 
d) I can give examples of how the break with Rome led to 

changes in England and Wales during Henry’s reign. 
 
Key Topic 3: Queen Elizabeth 

a) I can explain some of the problems facing Elizabeth. 
b) I can show how these problems are related to the break with 

Rome. 
c) I can make judgements about Elizabeth’s solutions to the 

problems. 
d) I can describe the contact Elizabeth’ 
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Unit 4: Ordinary 
people in early 
modern England. 

Key Topic 1: What was life like for ordinary people in early 
modern England and what changes took place? 

a) I can explain what life was like for ordinary people in 1500. 
b) I can describe the changes affecting the lives of ordinary 

people in the early modern England. 
 
Key Topic 2: The Tudor’s 

a) I can describe and explain some of the causes of poverty 
and begging in Tudor times. 

b) I can describe who the beggars were. 
c) I can describe and explain what actions the Tudor authorities 

took to deal with the poor. 
Key Topic 3: The Civil War 

a) I can show how the Civil War encouraged ordinary people. 
b) I can explain how the Civil War affected the lives of women. 
c) I can choose which event is the most important. 
d) I can explain why this event was a historical event. 

 

 


