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Unit 2: 
Commentary 

Key Topic: Commentary 
  

a) I can identify distinguishing features of the texts.  
b) I can relate to features in texts in relation to their the function 

and context of the writing  
c) I can organise information in  answers  
d) I can comment on aspects of vocabulary, figurative 

language, word ordering and sentence structure, formality/ 
informality of tone.  

e) I can comment on tone, bias or prejudice/ how writers 
communicate attitudes.  

f) I can explain and ably discuss my own understanding of read 
texts and other materials.  

g) I can effectively evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and 
building on the contributions of my classmates. 

 

Formative assessment to take place two times 
per term. Feedback will be given to help 
students to improve and progress in the topic 
area. Grades will not be given at this time. 
 
Examples of Formative Assessment to be 
used this term: 
Reading passages and commenting on their 
language and style  
Writing task in style required for examination 
Presentation 
Imitating a writer’s style 
Exam style questions: imitating writer’s 
language 
and style of writing.  
Write to create a specified sense/ atmosphere/ 
feeling 
Write two contrasting diary entries (300 - 450 
words each) 
Write a descriptive piece 
Write articles 
Write letters  
Write two contrasting reviews (300–450 words 
each)  
Write the text of a speech with the aim of 
creating a specified mood/ atmosphere. 
Write voiceover scripts/ podcasts 
 
Summative assessment at end of units 
studied. Minimum of 2 summative end of unit 
assessments per term.  



Students will receive a percentage for this 
assessment.  
 
Exam style questions: commenting on a text’s 
language and style. All questions will be essay 
based. A minimum of 600 words is expected for 
the commentary question.  
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Unit 3: 
Directed 
Writing 

Key Topic: Directed Writing in response to set passages 
  

a) I can write for a specific purpose and/ or audience using 
appropriate vocabulary, tone and style. 

b) I can identify distinguishing features of texts and relate them to 
function and context, and do the same in my own writing. 

c) I can organise information in my writing to reflect that of the 
original text. 
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Unit 4: 
Imaginative 
Writing 
(Narrative and 
Descriptive) 

Key Topic: Use language to create effects. 
  

a) I can write imaginatively  
b) I can use language to create deliberate effects  
c) I can convey specific mood/ atmosphere 
d) I can demonstrate a knowledge of English language  and its 

use in a variety of contexts 
e) I can write clearly, accurately, creatively and effectively for 

different purposes and audiences, using different forms 
f) I can write a descriptive piece of continuous writing  
g) I can describe a character/ place/ state  
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Unit 5: Writing 
for an 
Audience 
(Discursive & 
Argumentative)      

Key Topic: Writing a discursive and argumentative essay 
  

a) I can present a view clearly, construct an argument carefully, and 
write coherently and persuasively. 

b) I can construct an argument creatively and carefully. 
c) I can write coherently and persuasively. 
d) I can write in a specified form for a specified audience. 
e) I can understand and analyse texts in a variety of forms. 
f) I can write clearly accurately, creatively and effectively for 

different purposes and audiences, using different forms. 

 



 
 


