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 Theme Overview of key learning to take place How learning will be assessed 
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 Unit 1:  
Population 
 
 

Key Topic 1: Managing human population size. 
a) I can describe and explain the strategies used to control 

population size; family planning, improved health and 
education, pronatalist or antinatalist national policies. 

b) I can evaluate strategies for managing human population 
size. 

 
Key Topic 2: Research skills in Environmental Management 

a) I can describe and explain the research process. 
b) I can plan and investigation. 

 
Key Topic 3: Data collection procedures  

a) I can describe the data collection procedures such as 
sampling, questionnaires and interviews. 

b) I can identify good and bad questionnaire techniques  
c) I can design a good questionnaire aimed at collecting 

research data. 
 

Key Topic 4: Identifying limitations of methods and suggesting 
possible improvements.  

a) I can identify limitations of the various methods that were 
used in the investigation. 

b) I can suggest possible improvements of the investigation. 
c) I can present reasoned explanations for phenomena patterns 

and relationships that have been observed in the data. 
 
 

CIE style questions  
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 Unit 2:  
Natural 
Ecosystems and 
human activities 
 

Key Topic 1: Ecosystems  
a) I can describe the biotic and abiotic components of the 

ecosystem. 
b) I can explain the biotic interactions and the process of 

photosynthesis. 

CIE style questions  
 



 c) I can describe the energy flows flow using food chains, food 
webs and trophic levels.  

 
Key Topic 2: Ecosystem under threat 

a) I can describe the causes of ecosystem destruction; drainage 
of the wetlands, intensive agricultural practices and 
deforestation. 

b) I can explain the causes of habitat destruction. 
c) I can assess the impact of loss of diversity and genetic 

depletion and extinction. 
 

Key Topic 3: Deforestation 
a) I can describe the causes of deforestation; timber extraction 

and logging, subsistence and commercial farming, roads and 
settlement, rock and mineral extraction.  

b) I can explain the causes of deforestation. 
c) I can assess the impact of deforestation on the environment 

and the human community. 
 

Key Topic 4: Managing Forests 
a) I can describe and explain the need for sustainable 

managements of forests. 
b) I can evaluate the positive impacts of sustainable 

management of forests. 
 
Key Topic 5: Measuring and managing biodiversity 

a) I can describe and explain methods for estimating 
biodiversity: pitfalls, pooters, quadrats and transects, random 
and systematic sampling. 

b) I can apply sampling techniques to unfamiliar situations. 
c) I can evaluate national and international strategies for 

conserving the biodiversity and genetic resources of natural 
ecosystems. 

 

 
 


